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The Gold Mine
"Boy, talk about diversity," said Patrick, indicating Mark with a jerk of his thumb.
"Look at that weirdo!"
Charlie hoped Mark hadn't heard Patrick. Patrick was really good at sport. Today
it was basketball—he was best of all at that. The trouble was that he was kind of
arrogant about it. He looked down on boys who weren't so good—like Mark.
People thought Mark was a nerd. He was small, skinny and clever. He wore
delicate-looking glasses that looked like one basketball in the face would snap them.
He was afraid of the ball, too.
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"How did he ever make the team?" asked Patrick. Popular, handsome, and
powerful, he seemed upset that Mark was even a substitute. "He's such a zero!"
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Charlie sighed heavily. He respected Patrick, but he didn't want to see Mark
hurt. He hoped Mark couldn't hear Patrick's remarks.
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The team depended on Patrick's goal-scoring abilities to win. He liked to run
dramatically all the way down the court and shoot for a three-pointer just to show
he could do it. The Coach would yell, "Pass the ball! Pass it, Patrick!" but Patrick
just sank basket after basket. The rest of the boys felt that without Patrick they were
hopeless.

Every Child Is Gifted

Carla Hawkins, of Chicago,
Illinois, is known as "Mama
Hawk" because of her work
reaching and teaching
inner city students. "Mama
Hawk" believes that every
child has tremendous gifts
inside, and she hates to see
those gifts go to waste
through lack of education,
poverty, or kids getting into
drugs and crime.
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Some educational
scientists agree that every
person is gifted. If that is
true, then the 6 billion plus
people in the world are like
6 billion goldmines of
information, creativity, and
talent that could make our
world better!
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Today, though, Patrick was off form, and they
weren't winning. "Maybe it's because I'm
surrounded by losers!" he thought, jostling past
everyone. He sneered at Mark, inviting the others
to laugh at him. But the other guys didn't like
being labelled losers, and they weren't laughing.
"I know why you're losing," said Mark. (The
kid had guts, you had to hand it to him, speaking
to Patrick like that!)
Patrick sneered, "Oh, yeah? Why?"

Mark said, "Terry is much better at three
pointers than you are, so you should let him take
the long shots. Half the time when you go all the
way down the court with the ball, you get stopped
for travelling, so why don't you pass more often?
Jimmy here is about five inches taller than you,
so he could make some of the shots, too."
All the boys looked flabbergasted and were
about to laugh at Mark, when the coach said, "I
couldn't have said it better myself, Mark."
The boys looked from the coach to Mark and
back to the coach.
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"Take his advice!" said
Coach. "He knows what he's
talking about—he's a mine of
information!"
The boys did as Mark
suggested. The tide of the
game began to turn and they
came back, step by step, from
their losing position until the
scores were even. They were
so happy, they ran to Mark
and hugged him.
The coach laughed.
"Come on, Mark. Finish the
game for us!" he shouted.

Mark pulled out a
notebook and quickly
sketched a strategy. The
players crowded around him to study it. Then they cheered, ran onto the court—
and won!
"Guess he's good for something after all," Patrick muttered to Charlie.
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"Yeah, everybody is," said Charlie softly.
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Famous ‘Nerds’
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Bill Gates is the world's richest man. When he was young, you
might have thought he was a ‘nerd’ or a 'geek'—all he cared
about was computers. He wore glasses. He wasn't handsome and
he didn't stand out. But he revolutionised the world by creating
and marketing software.

Computers now have a huge impact on every aspect of modern
life. You have grown up with computers. But before the 1980s,
computers were huge, robot-like things that very few people knew
how to use. Now, almost everyone has seen and many people own
a computer. We live in the ‘information age’. In large part, this is
due to Bill Gates—a ‘nerd’ who will go down in history as a
visionary and whose personal wealth is greater than that of many
countries of the world.

"I tried to be as normal as I could," says Bill Gates, who admits
he was a misfit at school—he even tried getting lower grades so
as to be 'cool'. But he couldn't be ordinary. He was extraordinary.
He and his friend all but took over the school computer room,
they were so fascinated by it.

Al
iv

So next time you think someone is a nerd, show a little respect.
Even a nerd has something to offer. In fact, you may be looking at
the next Bill Gates!
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