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Chapter 9

"It'll mean more to you if you've earned it yourself," they told him. He already
had the scarf. It felt very special because he'd been given it when he made his Scout
Promise.

After school, Alice went with Suzy and her group to the shops. They found
Suzy's brother, Martin, working. Alice was excited to be taken into the stock room
and shown all the boxes of goods.

"See how much they have?" said Martin.  "Nothing's ever missed!"

Suzy led them back into the shop. She turned to Alice. "Now, I did it for you, so
you do it for me," she said.

"What?"

"I want that belt over there."

It was a really cool chain belt.

"Buy it, then," said Alice.

"Go on, you know what I want you to do. Martin said it was OK," said Suzy.
"He works here. He knows. Don't be a baby!"

Alice felt that Martin was an authority in the store. If he said it was all right,
maybe it was. Maybe it wouldn't be missed... besides, all the girls were looking at
her and Suzy was getting angry. Alice slipped the belt round her waist. She could
return it later, with the sweater. But for now…

Feeling nervous but brave, she removed the tags and put them in her pocket.
"See you, Martin!" Suzy cried, as she led the way out.

"See you," said Martin casually, keeping the other shop assistant's eye on him.

Alice walked out. She  saw the admiring faces of her new friends in front of her,
just beyond the door.

Suddenly—BUZZZZ! The metal belt had set off the door alarm!

Alice broke into a cold sweat.
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Unit III

The sales assistant Martin had been talking to hurried over.  Alice felt her knees
tremble as he marched her to the Manager's office.   She looked round.  The others
had vanished! Where was her leader now, when she needed her?

The rest was like a bad dream—her shocked parents coming to pick her up, the
policeman, the store manager shaking his head and saying he would not press
charges…the fumbling, shaky return of the belt and how horrified her parents had
been to see that she really did have it…

"And where was that friend of yours?" her mother asked bitterly on the way
home. "The one Mr. Sebastian said was a leader?"

Alice whispered, "She deserted me."

"Some leader!" said her father, bitterly. When they got home, he added, "We
will deal with this when we've all calmed down. Go to your room, Alice. Here." He
selected a book called 'Great Leaders in History'. "Why don't you do a little reading
on the subject so next time you follow a true leader?"

Alice took the book miserably and went to her room.
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Chapter 9

Shoplifting

It is true that some of the costs of theft are passed on to the customer,
making everything more expensive, but it is also true that some stores,
even big retail chains, have gone out of business because of losses due
to theft.

Millions of pounds a year are lost due to shoplifting in the UK, which
the public pays for in higher prices. Some stores estimate that they lose
one third of their goods to theft.

Because of shoplifting, retailers have to pay for expensive security devices
such as buzzers and alarms, goods tags, store detectives, and legal
expenses. They pay for this by charging higher prices—otherwise, they
would go out of business.

The answer isn't for everyone to become dishonest, as Suzy seems to
think! That would just put costs up even more. A better solution would
be  for people to be honest.  If shoplifting cost the shops less, they could
lower prices—then everyone would win!
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Unit III

Mohandas K. Gandhi

Mohandas K. Gandhi was nicknamed ‘Mahatma’ by his followers.
Mahatma means ‘Great Soul’. Gandhi was born in 1869 and died in
1948. He is widely credited with having won India's independence from
Great Britain through the use of non-violent resistance.

Gandhi is revered and respected all over the world by people who would
like to see all war and conflict end in peace and brotherhood. His methods
really worked. Although there were some violent clashes, for the most
part, Great Britain let India go without armed struggle.

Gandhi had great respect for all people, including the British. He believed
that each person had a conscience or soul that could be acted upon by
the good and just actions of others. He believed that people would see
injustices if he pointed them out, and he refused to go along with them
himself. He was highly disciplined, eating very little, fasting often and
owning almost no worldly possessions. He was constantly in search of
truth and purity within himself. Love and truth, he believed, were the
greatest powers on earth. To unleash them, he felt he had to practise
them himself.

Gandhi believed that all religions were one at root and should respect
one another. He believed that ‘all men are brothers’. He was always
ready himself to lead a dangerous demonstration, and even to go to jail
if he had to. His followers described him as fearless. Gandhi was widely
embraced in India and, later, by many admirers all over the world. The
greatest scientist of the twentieth century, Albert Einstein, wrote admiring
letters to Gandhi. So did Count Leo Tolstoy, one of the greatest writers in
the world.

Even Gandhi's ‘enemies’ became friends. He counted several of the British
officers in charge of India as good friends. He created goodwill wherever
he went by his belief in people's basic goodness and their ability to
understand and fight against injustice together.
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Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great became King of
Macedon, in Greece, 2,300 years ago.
Although he was only 18, he was a brave
and masterful leader. His troops loved him
because he was firm but fair and he knew
and respected each man. These men were
so devoted, they were prepared to follow
him to the ends of the earth, where no Greek
had ever been and no maps existed.

Alexander was always the first into
danger. He did not rest or eat until the
last of his soldiers had been taken care of.
After battles, no matter how busy or tired
he was, he would visit the wounded and
speak to each man about what had

happened and how he was feeling. Crossing the desert, he would not
take water, because there was not enough for every man. Because of
this, his men were fiercely loyal and always ready to do whatever he
asked.

Alexander and his men conquered all of Persia (modern day Iran and
Iraq), which was the largest and most powerful country in the world
at that time, as well as India, Egypt and Afghanistan, where he married
a princess called Roxane.

It is said that Alexander did not allow looting and burning of the
cities he conquered, which was very unusual in those days. Instead, he
set up trade and cultural links with his country, Greece.

Alexander's battle horse, Bucephalus, which he tamed as a teenager,
became very famous. When the horse was too old to ride, Alexander
cared for him as an old friend.

As a youth, Alexander had the best teacher possible: the famous
philosopher, Aristotle. Aristotle taught him many of the virtues which
made him such a great king.
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