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Different But Equal
Alice was beginning to understand what her parents were telling her about
genes, but she had a puzzle. How did her schoolmate Max fit in? He was
the son of neighbours, but he didn't look like the rest of his family.
"Dad... you know Max? Why's he—you know—different?" she asked one
day.
"He has a genetic problem," replied her dad. "Sometimes things go wrong
inside the genes. It's as if some of the letters of the DNA message are
repeated or unreadable. Then part of that person develops more slowly than
normal—or some features may be altered."
"Max has Down's Syndrome," her mum said. "But have you noticed what a
good boy he is? And he's always so cheerful, too!"
"But he makes me nervous," said Alice.
"Yes—because you think he's 'different'. But you shouldn't judge people by
their appearances. Max is just like anyone else—he can do many things and
achieve many goals. Also, look how affectionate and honest he is. It's too
sad that other children think him different and don't want to be his
friend—even exclude him from things—just because he's not quite like

them. You know, that's called
discrimination."
"I like Max, but..." Alice
lowered her head, feeling a
little ashamed.
"Don't feel bad," Dad
said. "What you have to do
now is learn how to treat
him fairly. You can play
together, learn many
things, and just have a
good time."
"Do you think that he
wants me to be his friend,
Dad?" asked Alice.
"I'm sure he does!" he
responded energetically.

Chapter 31
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Down's Syndrome is a
chromosomal or
genetic disorder. Of
the 23 pairs of
chromosomes that
make up each
human cell, pair
number 21 has 3
chromosomes
instead of 2.
Because of this, it's
also called Trisomy 21
('tri' stands for 3).

"Let's see if we can arrange for
you to go over there one
afternoon."
The following Saturday, Alice
and Charlie went to Max's
house and asked him if he
would like to play. Max beamed
at them and showed them all
his favourite toys. He didn't
speak very much but he smiled a
lot.
When she got home, Alice told her
mum that Max was so sweet. He had shared all his
toys. But there were a lot of simple things which he
seemed to be unable to do.
"Well, Alice, we are all are born with strengths and
weaknesses," her mum commented. "As children, there
are certain things that adults expect of you, like
studying hard. Some children aren't able to study in

the same way, but they still have tasks
to perform in life. They too
have to try to do those tasks
as well as they can. It's up
to everyone to try hard to
become the very best
person they can be. Max
has to make a huge effort to
do simple things, but his
efforts are worth just as
much as yours."
Alice had a lot to think
about as she went up to her
room: not only had she
found a new friend—she
had learnt something new
about herself and about
life!
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1. Think and answer:
a. Why do we sometimes feel uncomfortable with

people who are 'different'? Is it because we don't
know them?

.......................................................................................

b. How do you think that people like Max feel when
others make them feel that they are 'different'?

.......................................................................................

c. What would you say to a child who said he/she was
afraid to be Max's friend?

.......................................................................................

d. It is rude to stare at people who are different, but we
shouldn't ignore them either. How should we treat
people who are physically or mentally disabled?

.......................................................................................

2. Complete the
following:

Activities

When someone doesn't treat a 'different'
person like everybody else, it's called

.......................................................................

People with Down's
Syndrome or Trisomy 21
are born with a birth
defect. It can make
simple things very
difficult for them to do.

But they are known for
being cheerful and
sincere.

They and their families
deserve respect and
help.
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Talk to your parents, or

an adult at home, about

discrimination.

- Ask them how they feel

about discrimination. Is it

good or bad, and why?

......................................

......................................
Together, look for

examples of

discrimination.

......................................

......................................

We did it

It was a little
difficult

We need to do it
again

Signature of a parent or
responsible adult.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

3. Order:
Order the events according to how they
occurred in the text.

Alice and Charlie went to visit Max.

You have to understand how to treat Max fairly.

Max has Down's Syndrome.

He's always cheerful.

Everyone should try to become the best person that
they can be.

That's called discrimination.

Things go wrong with the genes.

Some children don't want to know Max because he
is different.

"To be impaired in one's
intelligence does not mean that
one is any less in one's emotions,
spirit, and soul."
Professor Jerome Lejeune, the scientist who
discovered the genetic origin of Down's
Syndrome




